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which the wags also gave it after the King's visit and his
accolades. If you drive over the Iron Bridge from Howrah
station in the fog of a December morning, why, there is a
smell of sea and river mud and also even of sewage that might
be London Bridge in the older days, and does for the moment
bring the heart of an exile from up-country into his mouth,
till he runs into an Aryan brother of Bengal with the tails of
his dress shirt a-hanging out.

Such is Calcutta, the city of merchant princes and of
seditionists, of great ships and warehouses, and the monu-
ments to the Black Hole, of Warren Hastings and Lord
Cornwallis. Aye, and of Job Charnock who founded it from
a small Indian village 236 years ago (1698). You will re-
member the story of Job Charnock, the good John Bull of
days gone by, who rescued a terrified Hindu widow from a
funeral pyre and married her good and proper, and lived
happily ever afterwards, which is not the least of the many
stories of the East. And if you would linger for a moment
on the old times of John Company and his Writers, why, read
from the same Mr. Kipling's pen The Dream of Duncan
Pamnness, and perhaps if you have time look into one of the
old burial-grounds. In these old burial-grounds the length
and breadth of India lie the story and the drama and the
glory of the British re-mending of India, and Calcutta is their
monument despite a Bengal revolutionary mayor and other
warts on the wheel of time.

And when your Bengali lesser lights worry you, if per-
chance they do, why, stroll across the Maidan and see Fort
William and listen to the drums and fifes of a British battalion
and see the Union Jack a-flying as it has flown this century
and a half and more. Fort William is an interesting example
of the reformed Vauban system of fortification as complete
and scientific in its time as any in the world, and now very
suitable to its position as a citadel.

But when you have done with Calcutta you will feel that
India is a busy, prosperous, well-governed country, and also
that a craven or foolish hand on the rudder or on the wheel